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Tennessee public utility bigwigs ignore public criticism,
take huge pay raises

By Chris Butler  /   June 8, 2015  /   News  /   No Comments

      
By Chris Butler | Tennessee Watchdog

Top bigwigs at Chattanooga’s Electric Power Board, publicly criticized for their $200,000-plus annual salaries, have accepted
bumps of as much as $25,000 a year.

Records show two of EPB’s assistant vice presidents, for example, make more money than Chattanooga Mayor Andy Berke
(http://watchdog.wpengine.netdna-cdn.com/wp-content/blogs.dir/1/files/2015/06/2014-Employee-Salary.pdf) , who makes $154,781 per year. The high-
est-level executives at the public utility were already making about nine times the per capita income of $23,434 for Chattanooga
residents, according to DowntownChattanooga.org (http://www.downtownchattanooga.org/new/discover/demographics) .

EPB is a city-owned utility maintained by 20 percent of a customers’ monthly utility bill. The average cost for an EPB electric
bill in April was $152.12, EPB spokeswoman Danna Bailey said.

If EPB were to default on what is currently a $270 million debt then city officials would have to use taxpayer money to bail it
out.
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MANHOLE: EPB’s top bigwigs got generous pay raises, even after criticism that they already made too much.

Some of the customer revenue funds employee salaries, but Bailey  didn’t offer specifics.

“Clearly, these salaries are exorbitant to say the least, especially for that area of the state,” said Lindsay Boyd, policy director of
the Nashville-based Beacon Center of Tennessee, a free market think tank.

Bailey, who now makes $24,000 more than she did in 2012 for the same position, defended the high salaries in an email to Ten-
nessee Watchdog.

“EPB pays fair wages to highly qualified people to keep the fiber optic and electric power networks operating optimally,” Bailey
said. “EPB must offer competitive salaries.”

EPB’s salaries are competitive with the Nashville Electric Service, which has 370,000 customers, more than twice EPB’s
169,000 customers. NES records show (http://watchdog.wpengine.netdna-cdn.com/wp-content/blogs.dir/1/files/2015/06/06-sheet1.pdf)  its president,
Decosta Jenkins, makes $407,492 a year. The NES chief financial officer makes $295,297 per year. A lineman for NES makes
$78,291, while a lineman for EPB makes $69,784.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Among the findings in the
records:
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CALLING ROBIN LEACH: EPB President Harold got a
$12,000 pay raise over the past three years, EPB records
show.

The top 10 officials at EPB make a combined $224,932 more than they made in 2012.
Diana Bullock, vice president of economic development and government relations, makes
$171,974 a year, $26,000 more than she made three years ago. Bailey said Bullock’s job
does not necessarily involve lobbying local, state and federal governments for taxpayer
dollars — but she did not elaborate further.
EPB President Harold DePriest now makes $218,628 per year, up from $206,086 in 2012.
Sixty-two of EPB’s 545 employees make more than $100,000. Ten of those employees
make between $150,000 to $200,000. Three employees, including DePriest, make more
than $200,000 a year.

 

 

The Chattanooga Times Free Press faulted EPB
in a 2012 editorial (http://www.timesfreepress.‐

com/news/opinion/freepress/story/2012/aug/05/epb-workers-

rake-it-in/84094/) , saying it “showers its employees
with salaries that many hard-working Chat-
tanoogans could only dream of.”

Beacon, meanwhile, called out EPB for its high
salaries in its 2013 Tennessee Pork Report
(http://www.beacontn.org/wp-content/uploads/2013-Ten‐

nessee-Pork-Report.pdf) . Beacon officials oppose
public funding of utilities because they say pri-
vate forces can provide the same services more
efficiently.

“The lesson we need to take from this is once
you fund a public program it’s very difficult to
reign it in or hold it accountable in many cas-
es,” Boyd said. “Chattanoogans should be upset
and appalled by this. I hope we see more public
pressure to curb this ridiculous and wasteful
spending.”

Top EPB executives accepted $111 million in federal stimulus money four years ago (http://watchdog.org/1019/tn-chattanooga-residents-

get-internet-courtesy-of-taxpayers/) to set up a fiber optic Smart Grid that provides ultra-high-speed Internet.

They then used that Smart Grid to compete for business against private Internet service providers like Comcast.
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Contact Christopher Butler at chris@tennesseewatchdog.org (mailto:chris@tennesseewatchdog.org)  

Follow Tennessee Watchdog and receive regular updates through Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/pages/Tennessee-Watch‐

dog/152154569263)  and Twitter (https://twitter.com/#!/TennWatchdog)    

Like Watchdog.org? Click HERE to get breaking news alerts in YOUR state! (http://watchdog.org/subscribe)

      
Click here to LEARN HOW TO STEAL OUR STUFF!

Chris Butler
Chris formerly served as staff reporter for Watchdog.org.

Sign-up for our Tennessee Watchdog email list to receive the latest
news and in-depth coverage.
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