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State-funded charging stations at Nashville airport
drawing few customers

By Chris Butler  /   November 2, 2015  /   News  /   1 Comment

      
NASHVILLE — Tennessee officials spent $181,250 to put up three charging stations for electric cars at the Nashville In-
ternational Airport. In five weeks, 29 cars have charged up, for a flat fee of $2 each, according to data provided by airport
spokeswoman Shannon Sumrall.

At that rate, the charging stations will pay for themselves in something over 300 years.

The stations are at three paid parking spaces atop the airport’s short-term parking garage and are operated by the airport.

Nashville is not the only airport in Tennessee with electric car charging stations, although it is the only one not paid for with pri-
vate funds.

The Chattanooga Metropolitan Airport has an electric charging station, paid for by Tesla, an electric car maker, according to the
Chattanooga Times Free Press (http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/business/aroundregion/story/2014/may/21/chattanooga-on-teslas-supercharger-

radar/140887/) . According to Carstations,com (http://carstations.com) , there are currently 362 electric car charging stations throughout
Tennessee, mostly operated by private entities, such as Nissan and Chevrolet, both of whom produced their electric vehicles.
Airports in Memphis and Knoxville do not have electric car charging stations.
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ELECTRIC ONLY: The Nashville International Airport has re-
served three parking spaces for electric charging stations.
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CHARGING: One of the three electric charging stations at the
Nashville International Airport.

Electric car charging stations at one Cracker Barrel restaurant in Nashville and another at Memphis’ famed Peabody Hotel are
availble for use at no cost for customers, said representatives of both establishments.

Nashville’s airport has one quick charger, which can charge a car in fewer than 30 minutes, and two normal chargers, which
each could take as long as six hours to charge.

Specifically, visitors at the Nashville airport used the quick charging sta-
tion a total of 14 times in five weeks. They used the first standard charging
station seven times and the second standard charging station eight times.
Electricity comes from a solar array that also provides lighting for the
short-term parking garage.

The Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation provided the
money through a Clean Tennessee Energy Grant.

“One important thing to note is that the Clean Tennessee Energy Grants
are not taxpayer-funded,” said TDEC spokeswoman Kelly Brockman.

But they are rate-payer funded.

RELATED — Electric cars get fully charged, courtesy of taxpayers
(http://watchdog.org/70886/expensive-electric-cars-get-fully-charged-courtesy-of-taxpayers/)

The grant money, according to Brockman, came from the state’s $26.4
million share of a $60 million settlement with the Tennessee Valley Authority, which was accused of violating federal clean air
rules. The money was to be used to pay for environmental mitigation projects.

In an emailed statement to Tennessee Watchdog, Brockman did not say
why the Nashville airport needs three chargers when the demand is so far
not there, and did not address questions about whether other airports in the
state might get their own stations.

Tennessee has 2,568 registered electric vehicles, according to state Depart-
ment of Revenue spokeswoman Kelly Cortesi.

Contact Christopher Butler at chris@tennesseewatchdog.org (mail‐

to:chris@tennesseewatchdog.org)  

Follow Tennessee Watchdog and receive regular updates through
Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/pages/Tennessee-Watchdog/152154569263)

 and Twitter (https://twitter.com/#!/TennWatchdog)    
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